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80%   
fewer constituents 
would get civil legal 
help without LSC-
funded organizations 
in Florida District 2

In 2015, civil legal aid organizations 
addressed the legal needs of 2,978 Florida 
District 2 constituents.  
 

2,386 constituents were helped 
by organizations funded by the 
Legal Services Corporation. 
 
144,712 people are eligible for civil 
legal aid in Florida District 2 based on 
household income. 

Without LSC-funded organizations, civil legal 
needs addressed in Florida District 2 by legal 
aid would FALL by:

Case closure data are from The Florida Bar Foundation for 2015. Location is 
based on the client's ZIP code and county of residence and tied to Census 
Bureau's ZIP Code Tabulation Areas, then to Congressional districts. 

Florida’s LSC-funded 
programs helped 
stabilize the lives of 
35,196 children in 2015

LSC-funded organizations provide low-income 

Americans the civil legal help they need to ensure their 

safety, stability and livelihoods. They keep families in 

their homes, protect the vulnerable from abuse, aid 

survivors recovering from natural disasters, and secure 

people’s access to education and health services.

prepared for U.S. Rep. Neal Dunn

98% for U.S. veterans
leaving 219 veterans without legal help
 
96% for domestic abuse survivors 
leaving 438 victims without legal help

93% for seniors 
leaving 470 seniors without legal help

97% for those facing foreclosure or 
eviction, or with other housing needs
leaving 480 constituents without legal 
help to address their housing needs

Services Florida District 2 Would LOSE Without 
Legal Services Corporation-Funded Organizations
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86%   
fewer constituents 
would get civil legal 
help without LSC-
funded organizations 
in Florida District 3

In 2015, civil legal aid organizations 
addressed the legal needs of 3,679 Florida 
District 3 constituents.  
 

3,167 constituents were helped 
by organizations funded by the 
Legal Services Corporation. 
 
168,830 people are eligible for civil 
legal aid in Florida District 3 based on 
household income. 

Without LSC-funded organizations, civil legal 
needs addressed in Florida District 3 by legal 
aid would FALL by:

Case closure data are from The Florida Bar Foundation for 2015. Location is 
based on the client's ZIP code and county of residence and tied to Census 
Bureau's ZIP Code Tabulation Areas, then to Congressional districts. 

Florida’s LSC-funded 
programs helped 
stabilize the lives of 
35,196 children in 2015

LSC-funded organizations provide low-income 

Americans the civil legal help they need to ensure their 

safety, stability and livelihoods. They keep families in 

their homes, protect the vulnerable from abuse, aid 

survivors recovering from natural disasters, and secure 

people’s access to education and health services.

99% for U.S. veterans
leaving 367 veterans without legal help
 
87% for domestic abuse survivors 
leaving 242 victims without legal help

89% for seniors 
leaving 641 seniors without legal help

97% for those facing foreclosure or 
eviction, or with other housing needs
leaving 975 constituents without legal 
help to address their housing needs

Services Florida District 3 Would LOSE Without 
Legal Services Corporation-Funded Organizations

prepared for U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho
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14%   
fewer constituents 
would get civil legal 
help without LSC-
funded organizations 
in Florida District 4

In 2015, civil legal aid organizations 
addressed the legal needs of 2,874 Florida 
District 4 constituents.  
 

413 constituents were helped 
by organizations funded by the 
Legal Services Corporation. 
 
111,195 people are eligible for civil 
legal aid in Florida District 4 based on 
household income. 

Without LSC-funded organizations, civil 
legal needs addressed in Florida District 4 
by legal aid would FALL by:

Case closure data are from The Florida Bar Foundation for 2015. Location is 
based on the client's ZIP code and county of residence and tied to Census 
Bureau's ZIP Code Tabulation Areas, then to Congressional districts. 

Florida’s LSC-funded 
programs helped 
stabilize the lives of 
35,196 children in 2015

LSC-funded organizations provide low-income 

Americans the civil legal help they need to ensure their 

safety, stability and livelihoods. They keep families in 

their homes, protect the vulnerable from abuse, aid 

survivors recovering from natural disasters, and secure 

people’s access to education and health services.

prepared for U.S. Rep. John Rutherford

88% for U.S. veterans
leaving 67 veterans without legal help

7% for seniors 
leaving 132 seniors without legal help

19% for those facing foreclosure or 
eviction, or with other housing needs
leaving 157 constituents without legal 
help to address their housing needs

Services Florida District 4 Would LOSE Without 
Legal Services Corporation-Funded Organizations
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41%   
fewer constituents 
would get civil legal 
help without LSC-
funded organizations 
in Florida District 5

In 2015, civil legal aid organizations 
addressed the legal needs of 5,215 Florida 
District 5 constituents.  
 

2,132 constituents were helped 
by organizations funded by the 
Legal Services Corporation. 
 
203,103 people are eligible for civil 
legal aid in Florida District 5 based on 
household income. 

Without LSC-funded organizations, civil legal 
needs addressed in Florida District 5 by legal 
aid would FALL by:

Case closure data are from The Florida Bar Foundation for 2015. Location is 
based on the client's ZIP code and county of residence and tied to Census 
Bureau's ZIP Code Tabulation Areas, then to Congressional districts. 

Florida’s LSC-funded 
programs helped 
stabilize the lives of 
35,196 children in 2015

LSC-funded organizations provide low-income 

Americans the civil legal help they need to ensure their 

safety, stability and livelihoods. They keep families in 

their homes, protect the vulnerable from abuse, aid 

survivors recovering from natural disasters, and secure 

people’s access to education and health services.

prepared for U.S. Rep. Al Lawson

93% for U.S. veterans
leaving 225 veterans without legal help
 
68% for domestic abuse survivors 
leaving 208 victims without legal help

51% for seniors 
leaving 476 seniors without legal help

33% for those facing foreclosure or 
eviction, or with other housing needs
leaving 508 constituents without legal 
help to address their housing needs

Services Florida District 5 Would LOSE Without 
Legal Services Corporation-Funded Organizations
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88%   
fewer constituents 
would get civil legal 
help without LSC-
funded organizations 
in Florida District 6

In 2015, civil legal aid organizations 
addressed the legal needs of 2,871 Florida 
District 6 constituents.  
 

2,531 constituents were helped 
by organizations funded by the 
Legal Services Corporation. 
 
154,284 people are eligible for civil 
legal aid in Florida District 6 based on 
household income. 

Without LSC-funded organizations, civil 
legal needs addressed in Florida District 6 
by legal aid would FALL by:

Case closure data are from The Florida Bar Foundation for 2015. Location is 
based on the client's ZIP code and county of residence and tied to Census 
Bureau's ZIP Code Tabulation Areas, then to Congressional districts. 

Florida’s LSC-funded 
programs helped 
stabilize the lives of 
35,196 children in 2015

LSC-funded organizations provide low-income 

Americans the civil legal help they need to ensure their 

safety, stability and livelihoods. They keep families in 

their homes, protect the vulnerable from abuse, aid 

survivors recovering from natural disasters, and secure 

people’s access to education and health services.

prepared for U.S. Rep. Ron DeSantis

95% for U.S. veterans
leaving 210 veterans without legal help
 
89% for domestic abuse survivors 
leaving 272 victims without legal help

86% for seniors 
leaving 751 seniors without legal help

94% for those facing foreclosure or 
eviction, or with other housing needs
leaving 829 constituents without legal 
help to address their housing needs

Services Florida District 6 Would LOSE Without 
Legal Services Corporation-Funded Organizations
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15%   
fewer constituents 
would get civil legal 
help without LSC-
funded organizations 
in Florida District 7

In 2015, civil legal aid organizations 
addressed the legal needs of 2,670 Florida 
District 7 constituents.  
 

409 constituents were helped 
by organizations funded by the 
Legal Services Corporation. 
 
120,904 people are eligible for civil 
legal aid in Florida District 7 based on 
household income. 

Without LSC-funded organizations, civil 
legal needs addressed in Florida District 7 
by legal aid would FALL by:

Case closure data are from The Florida Bar Foundation for 2015. Location is 
based on the client's ZIP code and county of residence and tied to Census 
Bureau's ZIP Code Tabulation Areas, then to Congressional districts. 

Florida’s LSC-funded 
programs helped 
stabilize the lives of 
35,196 children in 2015

LSC-funded organizations provide low-income 

Americans the civil legal help they need to ensure their 

safety, stability and livelihoods. They keep families in 

their homes, protect the vulnerable from abuse, aid 

survivors recovering from natural disasters, and secure 

people’s access to education and health services.

prepared for U.S. Rep. Stephanie Murphy

27% for U.S. veterans
leaving 51 veterans without legal help
 
46% for seniors 
leaving 143 seniors without legal help

27% for those facing foreclosure or 
eviction, or with other housing needs
leaving 146 constituents without legal 
help to address their housing needs

Services Florida District 7 Would LOSE Without 
Legal Services Corporation-Funded Organizations
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94%   
fewer constituents 
would get civil legal 
help without LSC-
funded organizations 
in Florida District 11

In 2015, civil legal aid organizations 
addressed the legal needs of 2,278 Florida 
District 11 constituents.  
 

2,136 constituents were helped 
by organizations funded by the 
Legal Services Corporation. 
 
146,729 people are eligible for civil 
legal aid in Florida District 11 based on 
household income. 

Without LSC-funded organizations, civil legal 
needs addressed in Florida District 11 by legal 
aid would FALL by:

Case closure data are from The Florida Bar Foundation for 2015. Location is 
based on the client's ZIP code and county of residence and tied to Census 
Bureau's ZIP Code Tabulation Areas, then to Congressional districts. 

Florida’s LSC-funded 
programs helped 
stabilize the lives of 
35,196 children in 2015

LSC-funded organizations provide low-income 

Americans the civil legal help they need to ensure their 

safety, stability and livelihoods. They keep families in 

their homes, protect the vulnerable from abuse, aid 

survivors recovering from natural disasters, and secure 

people’s access to education and health services.

prepared for U.S. Rep. Daniel Webster

99% for U.S. veterans
leaving 169 veterans without legal help
 
90% for domestic abuse survivors 
leaving 269 victims without legal help

98% for seniors 
leaving 532 seniors without legal help

99% for those facing foreclosure or 
eviction, or with other housing needs
leaving 619 constituents without legal 
help to address their housing needs

Services Florida District 11 Would LOSE Without 
Legal Services Corporation-Funded Organizations
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A Times Editorial

Editorial: Don't cut legal aid for the poor
Monday, April 24, 2017 5:36pm

President Donald Trump's budget-slashing proposals to defund Planned Parenthood and
PBS have received plenty of attention. Flying dangerously under the radar is the president's
push to eliminate federal money for the Legal Services Corp., which distributes millions in
Florida and elsewhere to local organizations that help provide lawyers for the poor. Access
to the civil courts cannot be a luxury available only to those who can afford to hire a lawyer,
and everyone should have competent legal advice when they need help securing veterans
benefits, seeking lost wages, fighting eviction from an apartment or coping with domestic
abuse.

Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Jorge Labarga and leaders of the Florida Bar are
traveling to Washington this week to ask members of the state's congressional delegation to
help save funding for Legal Services. It is the largest source of funding for civil legal
assistance, with a budget of $385 million that does not come close to meeting the need to
help local legal services organizations provide lawyers and coordinate pro bono efforts. Yet
when demand is rising and funding should be increased, Trump wants to eliminate the
entire operation and leave everyone who cannot afford to hire a lawyer to fend for
themselves.

In Florida, that would mean the loss of more than $21 million that the Legal Services Corp.
distributed to seven legal aid organizations in 2015. Bay Area Legal Services, which serves
Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas, Manatee and Sarasota counties, would lose more than $3.3 million. Last year, Bay Area helped 928 domestic
violence survivors obtain injunctions, child custody, support and alimony. It helped more than 3,200 people obtain or keep housing, and it
helped more than 3,900 people with family law matters such as adoption, guardianship and divorce. Those numbers each have names and faces,
and they deserve an equal opportunity to have real access to the civil courts with a lawyer by their side.

Labarga and the Florida Bar have plenty of other facts that make clear that what happens to Legal Services in Washington directly affects Tampa
Bay. Statistics from the Florida Bar Foundation show more than 2,100 people were helped last year by organizations funded by the Legal Services
Corp. in each of the districts represented by Reps. Dan Webster, R-Clermont; Gus Bilirakis, R-Palm Harbor; and Kathy Castor, D-Tampa.
Another 1,269 people were helped in the Pinellas district represented by Rep. Charlie Crist, D-St. Petersburg. The foundation also estimates how
many fewer military veterans, domestic abuse survivors and seniors would be left without legal help if the Legal Services Corp. disappeared.

All legal aid for the poor does not flow directly from the federal money tied to the Legal Services Corp. Lawyers in Florida are not required to do
pro bono work, but they are required to report to the Florida Bar how many hours they give free legal advice or how much money they contribute
to such efforts. Florida Bar president Bill Schifino of Tampa has made promoting pro bono work a priority, and Florida attorneys donated about
$5.4 million in legal aid last year and about 1.7 million hours of free legal service. In the 6th Judicial Circuit that covers Pinellas and Pasco
counties, more than 53 percent of the lawyers provided pro bono services in the last fiscal year. In the 13th Judicial Circuit that covers
Hillsborough County, about 44 percent of the lawyers provided free legal services. That's a commendable effort, but it remains far short of
meeting the need.

Washington's assault on the Legal Services Corp. comes as Florida's key source for money for civil legal aid has been declining. The fund has not
generated significant new revenue since the recession because of near-zero interest rates, and it relies on that interest on lawyers' trust accounts
to help fund legal services. The Florida Bar Foundation says that program generated roughly $43 million a year for five years before the
recession. But that revenue has plunged to about $5.5 million a year, and grants to legal aid organizations have been cut by nearly 90 percent.
There clearly is a need, yet the state has not provided any public money for civil legal aid since Gov. Rick Scott took office and consistently vetoed
it.

Effective access to the civil courts to deal with life's serious challenges requires a competent lawyer, and those who cannot afford to hire a lawyer
should not be shut out. Preserving funding for the Legal Services Corp. should be a priority — and so should securing a more stable source of
funding at the state level to help thousands of poor Floridians get through the courthouse door.

Associated Press

Everyone should have competent legal advice when they need help
securing veterans benefits, seeking lost wages, fighting eviction from an
apartment or coping with domestic abuse.

Editorial: Don't cut legal aid for the poor | Tampa Bay Times http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-dont-cut-legal-aid-...
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APRIL 28, 2017, 6:00 PM

he Florida Constitution declares that courts in the state “shall be open to every person for redress of

any injury.”

It’s an admirable principle. Too bad it’s still more of a goal than a reality in Florida.

Millions of state residents can’t afford to hire a lawyer to help them resolve urgent matters in civil court.

These include make-or-break issues for individuals and their families. Obtaining veterans’ benefits.

Contesting foreclosures. Recovering from disasters. Settling family disputes. Securing protection from

domestic violence.

Some of these Floridians are fortunate enough to get assistance through organizations that provide legal aid.

But if a proposal from President Trump to eliminate federal funding for the Legal Services Corp. becomes

law, far fewer will get help.

While lawyers could take up some of the slack, as a group in Florida they already donate millions of dollars

Access to justice? Don't pinch legal aid. (Freeimages.com)

Don’t close courthouse doors on Floridians - Orlando Sentinel http://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/os-ed-legal-aid-trump-legislatur...
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and millions of hours each year to clients who can’t pay. Another funding source, interest on attorney trust

accounts, has plummeted since the Great Recession pushed rates toward zero.

The Legal Services Corp. helps fill the civil justice gap by providing grants to local agencies throughout the

country to hire legal aid lawyers or arrange for pro bono assistance from private lawyers. This year, seven

regional organizations in Florida together received almost $22 million from the LSC.

This group includes Community Legal Services of Mid-Florida, which provides legal help to low- and

moderate-income residents in 12 Central Florida counties, including Orange, Osceola, Seminole and Lake.

Last year, this regional organization served 17,500 people, including 6,500 children, 1,675 seniors, 1,300

domestic violence survivors and 800 veterans. While it draws funding from other contributors, including the

Florida Bar Foundation, law firms, businesses, local governments and local United Way chapters, the LSC

provides a significant share of its budget.

Advocates in Florida for federal legal aid, including Chief Justice Jorge Labarga, went to Washington, D.C.,

this week to appeal for support from the state’s congressional delegation. They arrived armed with facts

about the thousands of Floridians who would lose legal assistance without LSC funding.

Maintaining that funding is a worthy priority for members in both parties. But regardless of what happens

on the federal level, state legislators can — and should — help, too.

Florida is one of just three states that doesn’t provide any state funding for legal aid. In recent years,

legislators included annual allocations of up to $2 million in state budgets, but Gov. Rick Scott vetoed them.

This was shortsighted, especially for a governor who talks so much about return on investment. When

Floridians obtain the benefits they’re owed through the help of legal aid, they bolster their local economies

by spending the money at local businesses. When they get help avoiding foreclosures, domestic violence or

other personal crises, they’re less likely to need services or monetary benefits from government agencies or

nonprofits.

Floridians who get the legal help they need to stabilize their lives are more likely to be assets for their

families, employers and communities. No wonder a study commissioned by the Florida Bar Foundation

found that every dollar spent on civil legal aid yields $7 in economic benefits.

Now that federal funding is in doubt, the only responsible course for legislators putting the finishing touches

on next year’s state budget is to make sure Florida has a back-up plan. There’s more than enough money in

next year’s budget — especially after a $1.5 billion windfall from the Trump administration for charity care at

hospitals — to make up for the entire federal cut Florida would suffer if LSC funding is not maintained.
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impact for thousands of Floridians. It would strengthen their communities and the state’s economy, too.

Copyright © 2017, Orlando Sentinel

This article is related to: Donald Trump, United Way
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Tweet
John F. “Jack” Harkness, Jr., a nationally recognized legal visionary and

the nation’s longest-serving bar executive, has been selected to receive

The Florida Bar Foundation’s 2017 Medal of Honor Award, the

Foundation’s highest award, in the lawyer category. Jane Elizabeth

Curran, the Foundation’s founding executive director, has also been

selected to receive the Medal of Honor Award in the nonlawyer category.

Jack Harkness
After serving as the state courts administrator for six years, Harkness

became executive director of The Florida Bar in 1980 when there were

27,713 members, a staff of 122, and an annual budget of $7.1 million. He

now oversees a staff of 360 — with 284 working at the Tallahassee

headquarters complex recently named in his honor — and a budget of

$44.2 million for an organization with more than 104,000 members.

“He has been a transformative figure in inspiring

the administration of justice, improving the

science of jurisprudence, as well as being relied

upon by virtually every single leader of The

Florida Bar for wise counsel and advice,” wrote

2016 Medal of Honor Award recipient and past

Foundation President Kathleen S. McLeroy and

past Florida Bar President Gwynne A. Young, in

their nomination of Harkness.

“While it is not possible to list the
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accomplishments of a man who has nurtured and managed the legal profession in Florida for 37

years, suffice it to say that Jack has had an active role in every initiative and undertaking of The

Florida Bar from the Constitution Revision Commissions to commissions and task forces designed to

advance the Bar’s service to the public, to educate the public about judicial merit retention and

improve access to justice through the Bar’s efforts to ensure adequate funding for the courts, and in

support of the work of the Foundation and other legal aid organizations.”

Among advancements critical to the legal profession’s success, Harkness is recognized for

establishing the Bar’s ethics hotline, Attorney Consumer Assistance Program, and countless other

professionalism committees and programs of The Florida Bar. Harkness has been a strong advocate

of pro bono service, legal services funding, and a fair and impartial judiciary.

In 2015, at the ceremony to name the Bar’s Tallahassee complex for Harkness, then President

Gregory W. Coleman said no single person has meant more to the legal profession and to Florida

lawyers than Harkness.

“He has been the guiding force behind every Florida Bar president and has made our Bar the most

recognized and influential in the country,” Coleman said.

The Medal of Honor Award is presented each year to a member of The Florida Bar who has

demonstrated his or her dedication to the objectives of The Florida Bar as set out in the Rules

Regulating The Florida Bar “to inculcate in its members the principles of duty and service to the

public, to improve the administration of justice, and to advance the science of jurisprudence.”

Jane Curran
Curran was recruited to The Florida Bar Foundation in 1982 to lead the organization as it launched

the nation’s first Interest on Trust Accounts (IOTA) program, which was authorized by the Florida

Supreme Court in 1981. She served as the Foundation’s executive director for nearly 33 years and

helped expand IOTA, known as IOLTA in many states, as a funding mechanism for civil legal aid

throughout the country.

“Most people with The Florida Bar Foundation appreciate all that Jane

Curran has done in Florida with her support of legal services, her support

for public service fellows at law schools, and her critical early support for

the Innocence Project of Florida,” said Sandy D’Alemberte, a past president

of the ABA and the 1987 recipient of the Medal of Honor Award. “However,

Florida lawyers may not be aware of her role nationally. Jane shared ideas,

provided training and technical assistance, and developed the network of

foundations that has done so much to advance legal services programs and

law reform. I cannot think of any nonlawyer who has had such an

important impact on the law during a long career of service.”

In nominating Curran, Florida Bar Foundation immediate past President Donny MacKenzie called her
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a “pioneer, visionary, and difference-maker” and a “diligent steward” of the Foundation’s resources.

“She led the charge in creating, implementing, and establishing increased funding through the IOTA

program. And she was the proverbial tip of the spear for virtually every innovation employed in the

United States until her retirement,” MacKenzie said.

Curran led efforts to make Florida’s IOTA Program mandatory, to achieve interest rate comparability

so that IOTA accounts earn the same interest rates available to similar bank customers, and to

create innovative grant programs to improve the justice system and the delivery of civil legal

services.

“As a member of the ABA Commission on IOLTA, I came to truly appreciate the national impact of

Jane’s leadership,” said former President McLeroy. “I saw firsthand that the leaders of the programs

in all of the other states looked up to Jane and followed her lead. It was no coincidence that so

many states copied Florida’s successes.”

Curran served as president of the National Conference of Bar Foundations and the National

Association of IOLTA Programs and was a member of the ABA’s IOLTA Commission.

She was not only the Foundation’s executive director, but also the director of its Improvements in

the Administration of Justice Grant Program that has helped launch or fund a number of important

projects, including the Innocence Project of Florida.

The Medal of Honor Awards, sponsored by Florida Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company, will be

presented at The Boca Raton Resort & Club June 22 at the Foundation’s 41st Annual Reception &

Dinner during The Florida Bar Annual Convention. Tickets can be purchased at

www.TheFloridaBarFoundation.org/tickets  for $150 per person. Other major and award sponsors

include Holland & Knight LLP, Carlton Fields, Shutts & Bowen LLP, Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart

& Shipley, and Susan & Stanley M. Rosenblatt.

[Revised: 05-29-2017]
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Randall C. Berg Jr.
Photo: J. Albert Diaz/ALM

Miami civil rights attorney Randall C. Berg Jr. will be given the Florida Bar Foundation's Jane Elizabeth Curran Distinguished Service Award
recognizing people who have increased access to civil justice for the poor in Florida.

Berg founded and has served since 1978 as executive director of the Florida Justice Institute, a nonprofit public interest law firm that pursues civil
rights litigation and advocacy on prisoner rights, housing discrimination and disability discrimination. The institute focuses on systemic civil rights
litigation throughout Florida.

Berg also established and directed the Volunteer Lawyers' Project in the Southern District of Florida and created the Public Interest Law Bank pro
bono project, now known as Put Something Back, for the Dade County Bar Association.

He is past chairman of the corrections committee of the Florida Bar, past president and legal panel chair of the American Civil Liberties Union of
Florida and is an adjunct clinical professor at the University of Miami School of Law.

The award will be presented during the annual Florida Bar convention June 22 at the foundation's annual reception and dinner at the Boca Raton
Resort & Club.
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